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NIOSH LABEL REQUIREMENTS for SCBA and APR 
WMD / CBRN CERTIFICATION 

 
 
Section twelve (12) of Part Two of the FIRESCOPE Standardized Equipment List (SEL) 
concentrates on respiratory protection.  It describes the minimum requirements regarding self-
contained breathing apparatus criteria for Type III and Type II teams and special requirements 
for SCBA and air purifying respirators that apply only for Type I teams. 
 
Section 12.1 addresses Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA). 

Team 
Type 

SEL Item that applies Protection Criteria Certification 

III 
12.1.1 SCBA, Complete 
12.1.3 FACEPIECE, Full Face 

STRUCTURAL 
STRUCTURAL 

NFPA + NIOSH  
NFPA + NIOSH 

II 
12.1.1 SCBA, Complete 
12.1.3 FACEPIECE, Full Face 

STRUCTURAL 
STRUCTURAL 

NFPA + NIOSH 
NFPA + NIOSH 

I 
12.1.2 SCBA, Complete 
12.1.4 FACEPIECE, Full Face 

STRUCTURAL + WMD 
STRUCTURAL + WMD 

NFPA + NIOSH / CBRN 
NFPA + NIOSH / CBRN 

 
Section 12.2 addresses Air Purifying Respirators (APR). 

Team 
Type 

SEL Item that applies Team Type Requirement Certification 

III 

12.2.1 MASK, Complete, Industrial 
12.2.2 MASK, Complete, CBRN 
12.2.5 Cartridges, Industrial 
12.2.6 Cartridges, CBRN 

Optional (not required) 
Not Applicable 
Optional (not required) 
Not Applicable 

 

II 

12.2.1 MASK, Complete, Industrial 
12.2.2 MASK, Complete, CBRN 
12.2.5 Cartridges, Industrial 
12.2.6 Cartridges, CBRN 

Optional (not required) 
Not Applicable 
Optional (not required) 
Not Applicable 

 

I 

12.2.1 MASK, Complete, Industrial 
12.2.2 MASK, Complete, CBRN 
12.2.5 Cartridges, Industrial 
12.2.6 Cartridges, CBRN 

Required 
Required 
Required 
Required 

NIOSH / CBRN 
NIOSH / CBRN 
NIOSH / CBRN 
NIOSH / CBRN 

 
Type I Team: 
SCBA:  For a Type I team certification, SCBA must also meet additional NIOSH* requirements 
for testing and certification to WMD / CBRN** threat atmospheres.  A NIOSH / CBRN label 
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must be attached to the frame of the SCBA.  During inspection, the inspection team will look 
for and verify the presence of this label on each breathing apparatus.  An example of this label 
is shown here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*NIOSH – National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, a part of OSHA 
**CBRN -  Weapons of Mass Destruction / Chemical, Biological, Radiological particulates, Nuclear 

 
APR:  For a Type I team certification, APR must also meet additional NIOSH* requirements for 
testing and certification to WMD / CBRN* threat atmospheres.  A NIOSH / CBRN label must be 
attached or imprinted in some way onto the approved canisters for use in a WMD threat 
atmospher.  During inspection, the inspection team will look for and verify the presence of this 
label on the cannisters.  An example of this label is shown here: 

 
For more information please go to the NIOSH websites as noted below.  These websites also 
include a comprehensive list of all breathing apparatus manufacturers who have submitted 
models for testing, as well as lists of models that have passed CBRN testing and are certified 
by NIOSH: 
 
SCBA: 
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptl/topics/respirators/cbrnapproved/scba/ 
 
APR: 
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptl/topics/respirators/cbrnapproved/apr/ 
 
PAPR: 
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptl/topics/respirators/cbrnapproved/papr/default.html 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptl/topics/respirators/cbrnapproved/scba/
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptl/topics/respirators/cbrnapproved/apr/
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptl/topics/respirators/cbrnapproved/papr/default.html
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