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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ADVISORY COUNCIL (DVAC)
Friday, September 18, 2015 
10:30 AM – 3:30 PM 
The California Partnership to End Domestic Violence
1107 9th Street, Suite 400, Sacramento, CA 95814

Meeting Minutes 

Members Present: Debra Suh (Chair), Krystle Contreras, Sheri Farinha, Patricia Giggans, Louis Gill, Robert Lehner, Lynda Smallenberger, Anastacia L. Snyder, Christine Ward 

Cal OES Staff Present: Gina Buccieri-Harrington, Sonia Banales, Leigh Bills, Joi Coulbourn, and Nicole Watanabe

Absent: Nancy O’Malley, Cheri Norvell Allison, and Ben Schirmer

Public: Kathy Moore, Jacquie Marroquin, Nilda Valmores, and Gayle Guest-Brown

Phone: Chris Jacksons

1. CALL TO ORDER

Debra Suh called the meeting to order at 10:31AM.

1. CAL OES UPDATES

Cal OES Staff provided the following updates: 

1. California is in a state of emergency due to the fires and Cal OES is in full activation mode. 

1. California is receiving an increase in VOCA funds. Cal OES met with a VOCA Steering Committee that represents all disciplines. The Committee worked on filling gaps in services. Cal OES has a proposal ready and is waiting for approval from the Director. There is an additional one-time funding of $2.7 million for training. The DVAC discussed when funding allocations will be released and when programs who are currently funded will be receiving their augmentations. 


1. Leigh Bills just received a promotion and is the new Victim Services Division Chief. Cal OES is currently interviewing for Ms. Bill’s vacant Domestic Violence Unit Chief Position.

1. REVIEW AND APPROVE MINUTES FROM MARCH 20, 2015 DVAC MEETING

A motion was made to approve the minutes from the March 20, 2015 DVAC Meeting.

Motion: Debra Suh
Second: Louis Gill 
Discussion: None.
Motion Passed (Aye: 9, Nay: 0, Abstain: 1)

1. DVAC MISSION

The mission is in regards to the Domestic Violence Assistance (DV) Program  and it is important that the DVAC focus on the DV Program. Discussion happened around revisiting the mission and adding or taking away language within the confines of the statute that defines the committee. Ms. Suh will collect concerns and any requests for language from DVAC members. This item will be revisited at the next DVAC Meeting in December.

1. VOCA INCREASE

4. Overview of Increase

Cal OES staff presented on the VOCA increase. California is going from $51 million to over $200 million dollars with a small percentage going to training.

4. Identification of Gaps in Services

There is enough money to follow the funding formula and increase all domestic violence agencies to the same funding level. This could be sustained for up to five years without another increase.

A letter submitted by STAND! For Families Free of Violence was presented to the DVAC. The DVAC reviewed and discussed the letter, which requested that Cal OES reconsider how domestic violence shelters are funded. The DVAC will write a response to the letter, explaining that with the increase, the DVAC is recommending that Cal OES follow the funding formula. There will be new and emerging programs coming with the VOCA increase that STAND! can apply for, through Cal OES.

4. Administration of Funds for DV Program

A motion was made to administer the VOCA increase using the funding formula, which is based on the previously approved Funding Formula Workgroup recommendations.

Motion: Anastacia Snyder
Second: Sheri Farinha
Discussion: None
Motion Passed (Aye: 10, Nay: 0, Abstain: 0)

1. CHARGING FOR SERVICES

5. Counseling and Therapy

It has been brought to Cal OES’s attention that some agencies are charging for counseling services. The Partnership did confirm that they know of one agency who charges. However, they are working with the agency to help them move past that practice. 

5. Next Steps

Ms. Suh offered to speak with the agency, if additional support was needed. The Partnership said they would think about it, but it is their job to have a safe place for agencies to go when they need assistance or additional help. 

1. LANGUAGE ACCESS PLANS

6. Presentation from the California Partnership to End Domestic Violence

Jacquie Marroquin presented information obtained from a three-day training. 

6. Possible Next Steps

[bookmark: _GoBack]The DVAC had a discussion on how to encourage agencies to look at developing language access plans. They also discussed if this should be a mandated requirement without funds. This item will be tabled until the DVAC Meeting in December. 


1. TOWN HALL MEETINGS

7. Sheri Farinha’s Suggestions

Expressed concerns that the public may not have access to DVAC meetings and suggested that meetings could be moved to a more publically accessible place such as a university. She would also like to see more public feedback on agenda items listed. 

7. Next Steps

Discussion was held on possibly adding an agenda item which allows for written or public comments at each meeting with limited time for in-person public comments. This discussion will be continued at the December DVAC Meeting.

During the discussion of this agenda item a motion was made that all DVAC packets be sent electronically to all DVAC members, with the exception to have paper sent, if a DVAC member prefers. 

Motion: Anastacia Snyder
Second: Robert Lehner
Discussion: Patricia Giggins would like to have paper copies. It was also suggested to have extra copies of the packets for the public. 
Motion Passed (Aye: 9, Nay: 0, Abstain: 0)


1. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

The following topics were identified:

· Elections for Chair and Co-Chair
· Town Hall Meetings
· DVAC Meeting Schedule
· Language Access Plans
· DVAC Mission

1. TRAVEL

The DVAC had a discussion about using the most cost effective means of transportation. Cal OES staff reminded all DVAC members to please book all travel including flights and hotels, through Concur. Joi Coulbourn will send out new information regarding Concur.


1. MISCELLANEOUS

A discussion was held about changing language of “unserved/underserved”, in regards to victims. Suggestions included the following: vulnerable, emerging, underserved, marginalized, present and future, services gaps, and gaps. 

Kathy Moore, Executive Director of the Partnership, discussed the possible federal government shutdown and provided handouts of the information they will be disseminating to agencies. 

Ms. Suh reminded everyone who was interested in running for Chair or        Co-Chair of the DVAC to send an email to Ms. Coulbourn. 

1. ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. Suh adjourned the meeting at 2:44PM.
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