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STATE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SEXUAL ASSAULT VICTIM SERVICES (SAC)
Friday, December 4, 2015 – 9:30 AM
Burbank Police Department
200 N. Third Street, Burbank, CA 91502

MEETING MINUTES


Voting Members
Present: Dawnita Franklin, William Green, Sandra Henriquez 
Via Conference Call: Heidy Kellison, Gary Lieberstein, Linda McFarlane, and Candy Stallings
Absent:  Kirk Andrus, Jennifer Cannady, Heidy Kellison, Nancy O’Malley, and Jennifer Tejada 

Program Representatives (Non-Voting) 
Present: Anthony Urquiza 
Via Conference Call: None
Absent: None

Cal OES Staff
Present:  Leigh Bills, Yolande Love, Johanna Roman, and Janine Williams
Via Conference Call:  None

California Commission on the Status of Women and Girls Representative(s)
Present: Alisha Wilkins
Via Conference Call:  None

Audience Members: Two audience members were present  

I. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by William Green, Chair, at 9:31 am. Committee members, Cal OES staff and audience members introduced themselves. 


II. MEETING MINUTES  

The minutes from the June meeting were not approved due to not meeting the quorum. It was discussed that only members attending the meeting in person can count towards meeting the quorum based on the Public Meeting Act. The approval of the June meeting minutes was tabled for the upcoming meeting in March.

III. CAL OES ANNOUNCEMENTS  

a. Leigh Bills, Chief of the Victim Services Division, provided updates regarding the increase in Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) fund and the four Steering Committee meetings held to assist in allocating the funds. She also discussed the new programs that are a result of the increased funding and hoping to provide more information by January. 

b. Janine Williams, Chief of the Sexual Assault Unit, provided information on the Child Abuse Treatment Program awarding 46 projects for the next five years. With an increase in VOCA funding this program will also receive a significant increase. At the moment the projects are going into award and then will be augmented. 
	
IV. RAPE CRISIS (RC) PROGRAM

a. 40 – hour Training Certificate Protocols/Service Standards:  Sandra Henriquez, Committee Member, informed the SAC that there was not a lot of progress, but she did meet with Nancy O’Malley, Committee Member, to review the universal language for the training certificates. She stated that she will have more to present to the SAC during the March meeting.

b. New Objectives – VOCA Increase:  Ms. Williams provided information on the Rape Crisis (RC) Program funding and objectives increase. The Rape Crisis Centers (RCCs) are expected to increase their objectives by a minimum of two objectives in at least two different focus areas. The range for the VOCA increase is about $40,000-$75,000 per RC grant. The second increase ranged from $29,000 to $60,000 per RC grant. The Amendments and Modifications are due today, December 4, 2015. As soon as Cal OES receives the documents, we will begin to process them. Indirect costs have been challenging, but Cal OES is working with the RCCs to get through the process. 

V. SAC BUSINESS	
						
Bylaws: Ms. Williams mentioned the revised bylaws were approved in June and the next step would be to look at the Goals and Objectives to see if there are any revisions needed. Mr. Green mentioned that Goal Six in regards to medical treatment should add something conceptually on telemedicine/teleconferencing to allow for training and mentoring in rural areas. Telemedicine/teleconferencing is an important part to the future of the field. Additionally, Mr. Green mentioned the development of training for certification for Sexual Assault Examiners. The goal would be to offer high quality training to all stakeholders. The adult form has been undergoing a revision with the goal of having it be an electronic form, which would allow for wonderful possibilities. The revision of the children’s form has not yet begun, but they are expecting it to be an electronic form as well. 

Linda McFarlane, Committee Member, brought up Goal One and considers adding the areas mentioned in the VOCA increase. Ms. Williams and Mr. Green strongly supported this idea. Ms. Henriquez mentioned training for examiners working with incarcerated survivors as something to consider as well.

Ms. Williams informed the SAC Committee Members that she would like them to prepare to go through each goal and objective during the March meeting.

VI. CALIFORNIA DISTRICT ATTORNEYS ASSOCIATION (CDAA) REPORT
				
Gary Lieberstein, Committee Member, stated that he did not have much to report on. He expects to have feedback for the SAC after the winter conference. He has been trying to undo Proposition 47, which allowed the use of a date rape drug to be treated as a misdemeanor. It was recently shut down, but will continue his efforts. 

VII. CALCASA REPORT

Ms. Henriquez introduced California Coalition Against Sexual Assault (CALCASA) as providing technical assistance to all 84 rape crisis centers. This past summer CALCASA released the Campus Sexual Assault Guidelines. The goal of these guidelines was to help those understand how to keep services victim centered. CALCASA has been promoting partnership between RCCs and campuses. CALCASA’s goal is to release a side by side comparison of the Criminal Justice and Campus routes. They are also working in partnership with Just Detention International on California Advancing Prison Rape Elimination Act. The purpose of this project is to do cross training between California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation and RCCs. Ms. Henriquez also mentioned that CALCASA received an increase from Cal OES and their plan is to increase staffing. Additionally, CALCASA has attempted to create new revenue for Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence. Currently they are in the process of preselling license plates and waiting to be placed on the tax check off.  
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VIII. MISCELLANEOUS

The next meeting is scheduled for March 4, 2016. During the next meeting, future meeting dates will be finalized.  

IX. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:30 pm.
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