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MEETING MINUTES


Voting Members
Present: Jennifer Cannady, Heidy Kellison, Sandra Henriquez, and Nancy O’Malley
Via Conference Call: Kirk Andrus, Linda McFarlane, and Candy Stallings
Absent:  Dawnita Franklin, William Green, Gary Lieberstein, and Jennifer Tejada 

Program Representatives (Non-Voting) 
Present: Anthony Urquiza 
Via Conference Call: Sparky Harlan
Absent: None

Cal OES Staff
Present:  Leigh Bills, Johanna Roman, and Janine Williams
Via Conference Call:  None

California Commission on the Status of Women and Girls Representative(s)
Present: None
Via Conference Call:  Karen Nelson

Audience Members: One audience member was present.  

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Nancy O’Malley, Vice Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:52 am. Committee members, Cal OES staff, and audience member introduced themselves. 

II. MEETING MINUTES  

A motion was made to approve the minutes from the June and December SAC Meetings. 
Motion: Heidy Kellison, Committee Member
Second: Henriquez, Committee Member 
Discussion: Voting committee members must have attended the meetings in order to motion to approve the minutes. 
Motion passed (Aye: 6, Nay: 0, Abstain: 1)

The September meeting was cancelled due to not having the Chair, Vice Chair, or the Sergeant of Arms available to conduct the meeting in accordance with the bylaws. 

III. CAL OES ANNOUNCEMENTS 

a. Leigh Bills, Chief of the Victim Services Division, provided updates regarding the increase in Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) fund. Ms. Bills also provided statistics on use of additional VOCA funds.

· 37% of funds went towards increased staffing
· 19% of funds went towards adding additional objectives 
· 12% of funds went towards salary increases
· 11% of funds went towards other, which was primarily training

Ms. Bills informed committee members that Cal OES is creating two new units, Human Trafficking and Underserved. Additionally, there will be a 2.7 million dollar training grant that is close to being released. Two of the grants will be competitive and one will be non-competitive. The VOCA Steering Committee Meeting is scheduled for April 12, 2016 at Cal OES. 

b. Janine Williams, Chief of the Sexual Assault Unit, provided information on staff changes within the Sexual Assault Unit. Additionally, Ms. Williams discussed the four topic areas that were acceptable additional objectives in the Rape Crisis Program due to the VOCA increase. Ms. Henriquez, mentioned that California Against Sexual Assault (CALCASA) would like to receive the breakdown of what topics were chosen to better provide technical assistance to the rape crisis centers (RCCs). In addition CALCASA would like statistics on male survivors based on age breakdown.




IV. THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN AND GIRLS ANNOUNCEMENTS

Karen Nelson reported that they are working on two to three different initiatives and are in the research and planning stages. 

V. CHILDREN’S PROGRAM UPDATES

The Request for Proposal (RFP) for the Child Abuse Treatment Program has been put on hold and the update has been tabled for the next meeting.

VI. RAPE CRISIS (RC) PROGRAM UPDATES

a. 40 – hour Training Certificate Protocols/Service Standards: The Technical Advisory Committee comprised of Ms. Henriquez, Ms. O’Malley, and Candy Stallings, Committee Member, provided a handout with suggested language for the 40-hour training certificates. Ms. Henriquez and Ms. O’Malley introduced the idea of having human trafficking topics added in the best interest of the victim/survivor. Jennifer, Cannady, Committee Member, stated that as a defense attorney, she suggests the language that does not include the Penal Code because it makes it easier to argue against California Penal Code Section 1035.2. Additionally, a work group will be put together to add new additional topics to the trainings to cover current issues. The universal language for the certificates was adopted.

b. Request for Proposal/New Programs Status: Ms. Williams provided information on the two RFPs that were recently released and under her supervision. The Victims with Disabilities Program (XU) RFP received 11 proposals with the intent to fund 50 and the Sexual Assault Response Team (SART) RFP received 15 proposals with the intent to fund 23. Currently the reading and rating of the XU RFP is completed and the SART RFP will begin on March 10, 2016. 

Ms. Henriquez asked is it was possible to re-release the SART RFP, because the response was not reflective of the need. Ms. Williams explained that there are two options, Cal OES can increase the funding amount for the 15 proposals submitted or re-release to 69 RCCs for the remaining eight additional grants. A motion was made to have the SAC recommend to the VOCA Steering Committee to re-release the RFP to the 69 RCCs and see if there are additional funds that were designated for the XU RFP that will not be used that can be allocated to the SART RFP. 

Motion: Sandra Henriquez
Second: Heidy Kellison 
Discussion: To make a recommendation to the VOCA Steering Committee 
Motion passed (Aye: 6, Nay: 0, Abstain: 0)

c. Updated Progress Report: The Progress Report was updated to include the additional objectives.

d. Human Trafficking: Discussion on the Human Trafficking covered several areas of need:

· Training for Human Trafficking advocates
· More resources 
· More legislation

e. Rape Kit Backlog: Several areas of need were identified:

· Alternative funding streams for the exams
· Utilization of victim advocates for old cases on how to approach and provide support to victims 
· Cold case hits notification
· Incorporation in Violence Against Women Act  Peace Officer Standards Training 
· Victim advocates present when victims are notified
· Statewide protocol 
· Bureau of Justice Administration giving out $41 million for testing kits

VII. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES FOR THE SAC	
						
Goals and Objectives: Ms. O’Malley suggested adding “sexual violence” to the mission statement. Ms. Bills suggested for all Committee Members to review the goals and objectives and send in their suggestions to Ms. Williams. The deadline for the submission is the beginning of April. Once Ms. Williams receives all of the suggestions she will compile them for the June meeting. 



VIII. CALIFORNIA DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S ASSOCIATION (CDAA) REPORT
				
Ms. O’Malley, stated that this is a busy time with around 25 bills that focus on human trafficking, crime labs, and creating new databases. The next meeting will be in June. Ms. O’Malley also encouraged the Committee to be a stronger voice on the backlog of the rape kits and training of the SARTs. 

IX. CALIFORNIA COALITION AGAINST SEXUAL ASSAULT  UPDATES
Ms. Henriquez reported that their Statewide Leadership Conference is scheduled for June 21-22, 2016 and topics will be: 

· Marginalized groups
· Working with offenders 
· Campus sexual assault 

These topics are expected to generate a lively discussion. Ms. Henriquez also mentioned that CALCASA has attempted to create new revenue for Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence. 

· The No More License Plates initiative in conjunction with Cal OES needs to presell 7,500 plates. CALCASA plans to distribute information about the license plates at an upcoming Kings game. 

· The California Victim Services fund also known as the tax check off, needs to raise $250,000 to stay on the form. In 2014, CALCASA was able to generate $220,000 from the tax check off.

· Hospitals are refusing to administer the forensic exams. If the population is under 100,000, the hospital is not required to administer the exam. In order to address this issue, a funding stream must be created. Meetings should be held with Dignity Health, Sutter Health, and Kaiser Permanente. The SARTs should also be built up and possibly work with Hospital Associations. A Technical Advisory Committee consisting of Ms. Henriquez, Ms. O’Malley and William Green, Chair was created to address this area of concern. 



X. MISCELLANEOUS

At the next meeting the following topics will be discussed. 

· Training program for police 
· Victim advocacy when there has been a passage of time 
· 40 hour training curriculum 
· LT Program Objectives
· VOCA recommendation
· SART training project will be discussed 
· Collected feedback on the Goals and Objectives

XI. NEXT MEETING – Finalize Future Meeting Dates

The next meeting is scheduled for June 3, 2016 in Southern California. The meeting schedule for 2016-2017 was finalized. 

XII. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:55 am.
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