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STATE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SEXUAL ASSAULT VICTIM SERVICES (SAC)
Burbank Police Department
200 N. Third Street, Burbank, CA 91502

Friday, June 26, 2015 – 9:30 AM

MEETING MINUTES


Voting Members
Present: Jennifer Cannady, William Green, Sandra Henriquez, Linda McFarlane, Nancy O’Malley and Candy Stallings 
Via Conference Call: Kirk Andrus and Gary Lieberstein
Absent:  Victoria Gwiasda, Heidy Kellison, and Jennifer Tejada 

Program Representatives (Non-Voting)
Present: None
Via Conference Call: Sparky Harlan
Absent: Anthony Urquiza

Cal OES Staff
Present: Sonia Banales, Yolande Love, Johanna Roman, Roseann St. Clair, and Janine Williams
Via Conference Call:  None

California Commission on the Status of Women and Girls Representative(s)
Present: Alisha Wilkins
Via Conference Call:  None

Audience Members: Thirteen audience members were present and approximately three to four were on the phone 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by William Green, Chair, at 9:33 am. Committee members, Cal OES staff, and audience members introduced themselves. Yolande Love, Emergency Services Coordinator, attended the meeting in order to learn more about victim services and bridge the gaps between the North and South Regions. 


1. MEETING MINUTES  

The minutes from the March meeting were approved with a request from Sandra Henriquez, Committee Member, to make a revision to add “sexual violence” in the section talking about the license plates. 

1. CAL OES ANNOUNCEMENTS  

1. Cal OES Update: Sonia Banales, Chief of the Criminal Justice/Emergency Management and Victim Services Branch, provided updates regarding the increase in Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) and Sexual Assault Services Program (SASP) funds and the decrease in Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) funds.  Janine Williams, Chief of the Sexual Assault Unit, informed the members that she is looking into making a recommendation to distribute the VAWA and SASP funds to all 84 Rape Crisis Centers (RCCs), since historically these funds have been allocated to a few recipients. Ms. Banales continued with her updates informing committee members that the Victim Services Division was moving to the other side of the building and that Cal OES was awarded $10,000,000 of state funds to create a Human Trafficking Program.

1. Children’s Unit Update: Roseann St. Clair, Chief of the Children’s Unit, provided information on the recent release of the Child Abuse Treatment Program (CHAT) Request For Proposal that has not gone competitive since 2004. The Children’s Unit is expecting to fund 40-45 subrecipients with the CHAT Program. 
	
1. RAPE CRISIS PROGRAM					

1. Sexual Assault Unit Update: Ms. Williams provided information on the Rape Crisis Program (RC) Request For Application (RFA), which was recently released and is due June 30th. The funding chart has not yet been created. 

1. 40 Hour Sexual Assault Trainings and Training Certificates: Ms. Williams discussed the topic of the training certificates, and that she proposed some language in April to start the discussion and provided some options on how to address the issue. The options were to:  
1. Create universal language to put on the training certificates 
1. Not handing out certificates 
Cal OES has decided that not giving out training certificates is no longer an option. In addition, Cal OES will not be interpreting the Penal Code or providing guidance on who does or does not qualify.

Sparky Harlan, Committee Member, expressed that human trafficking advocates from her center wanted to take the trainings and hopes that with this change, she and her staff would be able to take the trainings. Ms. Henriquez let Ms. Harlan know that she and her staff could participate in trainings, but not necessarily the 40 hour Cal OES certified training. The field highly supports using universal language on the certificates. 

Ms. Williams reiterated that while the Service Standards depict what is best practice, the directives in the Service Standards only apply to Cal OES funded Rape Crisis Program subrecipients. Ms. Williams clarified that there are no “State Certified” Sexual Assault counselors. Cal OES certifies the training only. Sexual Assault Counselor is defined in Evidence Code and Cal OES no longer interprets who it applies to. In order for Cal OES to ensure compliance of a directive, common practice is to include it in the (RFA/RFP), in this case the RC Program RFA which includes the Service Standards. Once a decision is made, the documents that govern the RC Program would need to be updated. Not updating the documents would mean that the RCCs would have a choice to use the language or not. A copy of the proposed changes to the Service Standards was included in the meeting packet; this version included the Cal OES approved universal language. 

Dr. Green stated that it did not sound like the changes were ready to be voted on. Ms. Williams included that some RCCs were feeling unsure on how to continue, but stated that Cal OES has told RCCs that they should continue business as usual. Ms. Henriquez and Candy Stallings, Committee Member, agreed that this issue was not ready to be voted on. An internal committee was established to review the Service Standards; there were a total of 5 volunteers for the committee (Nancy O’Malley, Committee Member, Ms. Henriquez, Candy Stallings, Committee Member, Linda McFarlane, Committee Member and Jennifer Cannady, Committee Member). Establishing this Committee follows the SAC bylaws and this committee is referred to as a Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), they will report back at the September meeting.

1. Forensic Exams: Ms. O’Malley, provided an update on forensic exams. As victims are taken to the hospital many are not given the option of getting an examination without participating with law enforcement. Some states have created a form, which she provided to committee members. The form gives the victim a clear option of getting an exam without participation with law enforcement.

1. SAC BUSINESS	
						
Vice Chair Election: Nancy O’Malley, Committee Member, was elected as Vice Chair to the SAC. 
Bylaws: The revised bylaws were approved. Ms. O’Malley motioned and Ms. Henriquez, seconded the motion. 

1. CALIFORNIA DISTRICT ATTORNEYS ASSOCIATION (CDAA) REPORT							
Ms. O’Malley provided the CDDA report to the Committee. The Sexual Assault Response Team (SART) Summit had proactive conversations and attendees went away with lots of thoughts. The upcoming CDAA Conference in Napa Valley will be on July 6, 2015 or July 9, 2015. Maria Palazolo resigned from CDAA and her position as VAWA Coordinator may not be filled as CDAA is looking to restructure.

Ms. O’Malley brought up the issue of making sure the survivor has the right to a forensic exam regardless of whether Law Enforcement or the hospital calls the RCC. Wisconsin has a form that can be presented once a sexual assault is disclosed during a medical exam for something else. Now is the time to heighten awareness to sexual assault. Ms. O’Malley proposed that the SAC takes on this issue of utilizing this form in California.  

A TAC could be formed to show where the gaps are in California regarding sexual assault. There is still struggle in making sure there is partnering and collaboration with the RCCs.

Having SARTs in every community may be coming out of the federal government. The SART Manual needs to be updated, the last update was 4 years ago and it needs a training component. There is also a need for wider distribution at all levels and across all entities. Currently CDAA handles distribution of the SART Manual at all of their trainings were it is appropriate.
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1. CALCASA REPORT						

Ms. Henriquez provided a summary of the activities of California Coalition Against Sexual Assault (CALCASA). CALCASA cosponsored SB 668 with the goal of clarifying who had protected communication. The bill was made into a two year bill and that is where they currently are with that. CALCASA has been working on Campus Guidelines around AB1483 and SB 967. The goal of these guidelines was to help those understand how to keep services victim centered. The Guidelines have been approved and the RCCs will be receiving them by Monday, December 7, 2015. 

CALCASA in partnership with Just Detention International (JDI) are working on the grant California Advancing Prison Rape Elimination Act. The purpose of this project is to do cross training between California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation and RCCs. There will be a web conference on July 15, 2015 discussing how to work with a prison in your area. There will also be a preconference at the National Sexual Assault Conference on August 31, 2015, regarding working with incarcerated individuals.

Additionally, CALCASA is in the process of preselling license plates to create new revenue for Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence.  

1. MISCELLANEOUS

The next meeting is scheduled for September 25, 2015.

1. ADJOURNMENT   	

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:48 am.
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